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The 8th Grade Commonplace Book Project: Summer Reading Log & 
Reflection 
 

"Keep a commonplace book, and put into it, not only facts and 
thoughts, but observations... and little sketches..." 

— Charles Kingsley, Author 

"This is to be a collection without order, drawn from many papers, which I have copied 
here, hoping to arrange them later..." 

— Leonardo da Vinci, Artist & Thinker 

 
 
What is a Commonplace Book? Great thinkers, writers, and artists do not just read books and 
forget them. They often keep a personalized, handwritten notebook called a Commonplace Book to 
gather meaningful quotes, ideas, and reflections from everything they read. This summer, you will 
build your own Commonplace Book to be used for the summer and the rest of your 8th grade year. 
Mrs. Lyons will provide your notebook before the end of the school year. This project must be 
completely handwritten and hand-drawn. 
 

 
 
The Structural Requirements: 
 

​ The Cover: On the front of your notebook, neatly write out: "[Your First & Last Name]’s 
Commonplace Book." 

​ The Index Page: Reserve the very first page of your notebook to be your Index. As you 
choose quotes, you will track recurring topics (one-word big ideas like Justice, Memory, 
Power, or Family). You will record the topic and the page number where that topic appears 
in your notebook so it is easy to find. See examples on Google Classroom for help! 

​ The Reading: You must read at least three books of your choice this summer. See the 
recommendations linked on Google Classroom if you’re stuck! 

​ 9 Total Pages: You will dedicate exactly three pages of your notebook to each book 
(spread out across the beginning, middle, and end of the story). 
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The Page Ingredients (What goes on each of your 9 pages) 
Every single entry page must be completed by hand and contain these three elements: 

​ The Quote & Page Number 

At the top of the page, copy one meaningful quote exactly as it appears in the book. Place 
quotation marks around it and write the exact page number at the end in parentheses. 

​ An Illustration 

Draw a hand-colored illustration that directly connects to the scene. This should capture 
something specific related to the quote (like a special object, a symbol, a specific setting, 
or a character's expression). Include a 1-sentence caption below your drawing explaining 
why you chose to sketch it. 

​ A Reflection  

Write a thorough reflection paragraph (3-5 sentences) where you help your reader 
understand the quote you chose. Your reflection must include two things: 

1)​ The Context: Explain what is happening at the exact moment the quote occurs. 
Consider: Who is speaking/acting? Where are they? What specific event or 
conversation happened right before this quote? (Do not just summarize the whole 
plot!) 

2)​ The Meaning: Explain why this quote matters. What does it reveal about the 
character, the conflict, or what the author is trying to teach us? 


