English Language Arts: ELA Name:
Summer Assignment Date Due: Wednesday, August 19, 2026
(date regular schedule should be up and running by)

June 2026

Dear rising 6th-grade student,
This year’s summer work is all about choices: reading choices and writing choices.

Readi ng Choices: (List of choice books read in sixth grade are listed on the back side of this sheet.)

(] Librarian's Choice Options 1) Creative “Shelfie” list 2) Create a one-pager
D Cardinal Newman list Options Of bOOKS yo u l'ead - m‘ie—Ct for your
o list title & # of points favorite book read
the book is worth! over the summer
(A list of book options read in 6th 15 points required rubric
grade are on the back of this sheet.) Blank One-pager Sheet Options
NF or Fiction 2 points 100 - 249 pages
NF or Fiction 3 points 250 - 499 pages
NF or Fiction 4 points 500+ page book
Medal winners 4 points needs to be 100+ pages &
appropriate for ages 9+
Books not from list options | 2 points needs to be 100+ pages &
appropriate for ages 9+

Writing: Summer Choice Board: Choose one item from this choice board for your
summer writing piece.

Summerwork Recap & Points
O Reading book options (record on your choice shelfie) = 15 points (Literature grade)
O A reading one-pager on your favorite book read over the summer: diractions, response
board options and rubric = 30 points (Literature grade)
O ONE writing choice piece (rubric) = 30 points (ELA grade)
Total points = 75 points Start the year with a solid A+ or a 0; the choice is up to you!

Have a great summer!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Greenlee, 6th ELA teacher
St. Joseph Grade School




Important note: 2026/27 Sixth Grade Book Choices: Students will have the
opportunity to read the following books during their sixth-grade school year either in a
whole group setting or in smaller book groups.

T1: Whole Class: Freak the Mighty & short stories
Mystery Book Club options: The Westing Game, Chasing Vermeer, The Greenglass
House, A Wrinkle in Time, or When You Reach Me

T2: Whole Class: Jackie’s Nine: Jackie Robinson’s Nine Values to Live By & ‘Recipe
for Success’ articles, essay, and media

Middle Ages / Fantasy Book Club options: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe;
The Bronze Bow; Crispin: the Cross of Lead: Catherine, Called Birdy; or The Mid-wife’s
Apprentice

T3: Whole Class: The Phantom Tollbooth & poems

Diversity Book Club options: The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963; When Stars are
Scattered; Inside Out and Back Again; Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry; Chains; or Front
Desk




Summer Book Recommendations for 5th-8th Grade

Books with an asterisk (*) are medal winners!

2026:

The Lemonade War Graphic Novel - Jacqueline Davies
A Day at the Beach - Gary D. Schmidt and Ron Koertge
Blood in the Water - Tiffany D. Jackson

Free State of Jax - Jennifer A. Nielsen

Return to Sender - Vera Brosgol

* Undead Fox of Deadwood Forest - Aubrey Hartman
Meet Me at Wonderland - Julia DeVillers

Each and Every Spark - Claire Swinarski

Enemies in the Orchard - Dana VaderlLugt

How to Say Goodbye in Cuban - Daniel Miyares
Second Life of Snap - Erin Entrada Kelly

The Unlikely Tale of Chase & Finnegan - Jasmine Warga
Secrets of a Broken House - Taryn Souders

* The Teacher of Nomad Land - Daniel Nayeri

* The Nine Moons of Han Yu and Luli - Karina Yan Glaser
Pocket Bear - Katherine Applegate

Freedom Seeker - Ruchira Gupta

Last Resort - Erin Entrada Kelly

* All the Blues in the Sky - Renee Watson

Wilderness Hacks - Joslin Brorsen

Past Watchful Dragons: Biblical Stories Retold - Rose John Sheffler
* A Sea of Lemon Trees - Maria Dolores Aguila

2025:

How to Stay Invisible - Maggie C. Rudd

* Louder Than Hunger - John Shu

* popcorn - Rob Harrell

Glitch - Laura Martin

Max and the Land of Lies - Adam Gidwitz
Chickenpox - Remy Lai

Last Dragon on Mars - Scott Reintgen




Summer Book Recommendations for 5th-8th Grade

Happy and Sad and Everything True - Alex Thayer

Library Girl - Polly Horvath

The Shadow of his Wings: A Graphic Biography of Fr. Gereon Goldman - Max Temescu
Muhammad Najem: War Reporter - Muhammad Najem and Nora Neus
Keeping the Pace - Laurie Morrison

Not Quite a Ghost - Anne Ursu

Bletchley Riddle - Ruta Sepetys and Steve Sheinkin

* | Must Betray You - Ruta Sepetys

* Will's Race For Home - Jewell Parker Rhodes

Westfallen - Ann Brashares and Ben Brashares

Once For Yes - Allie Millington

* One Big Open Sky - Lesa Cline-Ransome

2024:

* Brother’s Keeper - Julie Lee

Across the Desert - Dusti Bowling

Heroes: A Novel of Pearl Harbor - Alan Gratz

Tree. Table. Book. - Lois Lowry

Ferris - Kate DiCamillo

* Elf Dog and Owl Head - M.T. Anderson

Nothing Else But Miracles - Kate Albus

The Wild River and the Great Dam: The Construction of Hoover Dam and the Vanishing
Colorado River - Simon Boughton

The Night War - Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

Max in the House of Spies: A Tale of World War Il - Adam Gidwitz

Hope in the Valley - Mitali Perkins

Alebrijes - Donna Barba Higuera

Lines of Courage - Jennifer Nielsen

The Woman in the Trees - Theoni Bell

* Across So Many Seas - Ruth Behar

* Eagle Drums - Nasugraq Raney Hopson

Chirp - Kate Messner

The Phantom of the Colosseum: In the Shadows of Rome (Vol 1) - Sophie de Mullenheim

Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon (Graphic Novel)
- Steve Sheinkin



Summer Book Recommendations for 5th-8th Grade

* The Fire, The Water, and Maudie McGinn - Sally J. Pla
Warrior on the Mound - Sandra W. Headen
* Brave Water - Sarah Robsdottir

2023

* Before the Ever After - Jacqueline Woodson

* Wolf Hollow - Lauren Wolk

* A First Time for Everything - Dan Santat

* The Last Mapmaker - Christina Soontornvat

The DarkDeep - Ally Condie

Duet for Home - Karina Yan Glaser

96 Miles - J.L. Esplin

They Called Us Enemy - George Takei

The Midnight Children - Dan Gemeinhart

* The Only Road - Alexandra Diaz

Reaching for The Moon: The Autobiography of NASA Mathematician Katherine Johnson
* White Bird - R.J. Palacio

* The Star That Always Stays - Anna Rose Johnson

A Pocket Full of Murder - R.J. Anderson

* The Many Assassinations of Samir, the Seller of Dreams - Daniel Nayeri
How to Steal a Dog - Barbara O’Connor

* Everything Sad is Untrue - Daniel Nayeri

The Benefits of Being an Octopus - Ann Braden

* Freewater - Amina Lugman-Dawson
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Writing with Details

Pick a flower, find an
unusual rock, or
something else in nature.
Write a paragraph
describing the object in
great detail. If possible,
attach or include the
object.

Nonfiction Report

Research something you
are interested in knowing
more about. Write a
paragraph or two about
what you learned and
include a drawing with
labels to illustrate your
knowledge.

Restaurant Review

Choose your favorite
restaurant and write an
honest review about your
experience eating there.
Then explain why others
should try it too.

Funny Story

Write a funny story about
being trapped in an
amusement park
overnight. lllustrate in the
margins, or create a mixed
media image to accompany
your story.

Mystery Story

An urgent message
appeared in the sky during a
firework show. Write a
mystery story about what
happened next. lllustrate in
the margins, or create a mixed
media image to accompany
your story.

Sensory Writing

What colors, scents,
and tastes remind

you of summer? Write
about everything

that comes to mind.
Then draw an image to
match your words.

Campfire Story

Write a scary campfire story
that takes place at night.
Include action and
suspense, vivid verbs, and
onomatopoeias (sound
words), alliteration (similar
sounding words), or other
types of figurative language.
llustrate in the margins, or
create a mixed media image to
accompany your story.

Realistic Fiction

Write a story about someone
waking up on a rainy day in
the summer. What does your
character do to beat the
rainy day

blues? lllustrate in the margins,

or create a mixed media image to
accompany your story.

Summer Writing Choice Board

Persuasive Letter

What is something new you
would like to see added at
SJGS? Write a letter to Mrs.
Green convincing her that it
should be added.

Opinion Writing

July is National Ice Cream
Month. Write a paragraph
describing your favorite ice
cream flavor and explain
why it’s the best.

~ OR -

Write about something you
feel strongly about, and
explain why others should
feel the same way.

Creative Writing
Write a story using
the following as your
first sentence:

One day, | ate a watermelon
seed and...

~ OR ~

Any other creative story line

you wish to explore.

Illustrate in the margins, or create a
mixed media image to accompany your
story.

Summer Top "10

List your top 10 favorite
things to do in the summer.
Write a sentence for each
activity explaining why it's
your favorite.

G‘ (=
%

Would You Rather

Would you rather visit

a theme park and ride a
rollercoaster or go to a water
park and ride a

waterslide? Explain your
choice.

Concrete Poetry

Write a concrete (shape
poem) about riding in a hot
air balloon or another real
activity you did over the
summer. The words can fill
the shape, or they can
outline it.

Journal Entry

If you saw a shooting
star, what would you
wish for and why?

~ OR ~
Describe the best day of
your summer.

Doodle around your entry,
similar to those who doodle
in journals do to their stories.

Saints, Saints, & more
Saints

Find a saint you do not know
much about and research
their lives. Using what you
learned, create a small
poster that teaches others
about that saint.

Created by Kim Miller & Revised by Jennifer C Greenlee
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10 - 8 points - 7 - 6 points - 5 orless -
Exceeds Approaching | Needs Work
Writing Exceptional writing piece |Completed writing writing piece is
Content that is well-structured, piece that has sound |either incomplete or
contains impressive ideas |ideas and word lacks sound ideas and
and word choices and is |choices and is word choices and
grammatically sound with |grammatically done |contains many
no more than one well, with only a few  |grammar and spelling
grammar or spelling grammar or spelling | errors, making the
error. errors. piece hard to read.
Required Student followed all Student followed the |Student did not
Elements |directions and the piece |majority of directions |follow directions and
is exceptional. and the piece meets  [work is missing
expectations. important elements.
Creativity The student clearly put  |The student put a The student chose to
& effort an extreme amount of reasonable amount of |quickly complete the
effort, attention to detail, |effort, details, and work without much
and creativity into their | creativity into their effort, attention to
work! Well Done! work. Nice job! detail, or creativity.
Student: Score: /30




