
Dear Rising 5th Graders, 

I hope your summer is full of fun adventures—both in the real world and in the pages of the books you read!  

You have two summer tasks:  

1. Try to read as many books as possible, and keep track of them on the “My Shelfie” 
document. Use the suggestions below to help you and keep track of your points. Aim to 
collect 12 points. 

Reading Suggestions and Points:      
 

Librarian's Choice Options 
 

Cardinal Newman Reading List Award-Winning and Notable 
Kids’ Books  

NF or Fiction  2 points 100 - 249 pages 

NF or Fiction 3 points 250 - 499 pages 

NF or Fiction 4 points 500+ page book 

Medal winners 4 points needs to be around 250+ pages & 
appropriate for ages 9+ 

Books not from the suggested list 
options 

2 points needs to be 100+ pages & 
appropriate for ages 9+ 

2. Choose the most enjoyable book you read and complete the Reading Response Packet for this book. Try to 
make your work as thoughtful, detailed, and colorful as possible! Bonus points for completing this for extra books. 

 

 

 

 

 

I can’t wait to hear all about your real-life and literary adventures. Happy reading! 

Warmly, 

​
Ms. Venner 

cvenner@stjosephgradeschool.com 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17tOxKOddlNTpH_gEMpOjNXtsJga4DW5RehU2bVdFfcs/edit?slide=id.g35ca68e323c_0_43#slide=id.g35ca68e323c_0_43
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KBBB9kojXdunuy8jIQ7P0DLWsEabh5y4uyVf0_wpRU8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WSm1h7Hc9eTbkaT2swX98DO0flOwIo_soM9HKxtYbNM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.readingrockets.org/books-and-authors/award-winning-and-notable-kids-books
https://www.readingrockets.org/books-and-authors/award-winning-and-notable-kids-books
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17tOxKOddlNTpH_gEMpOjNXtsJga4DW5RehU2bVdFfcs/edit?slide=id.g35ca68e323c_0_99#slide=id.g35ca68e323c_0_99


Name:



Book Title and Author

Main Characters (Use words and pictures)

Plot summary

My Favorite Part Connections (To my life, another book, 
or the world)

Name:______________________ READING RESPONSE PACKET



Settings (Describe with details in words & images)

1. 2.

3.

4.

5.

Name:______________________
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RUBRIC
Name: ____________________________  

Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Working Toward 
Expectations

Text 
Understanding 
& Connections

Demonstrates a strong 
understanding of the text. 
Clearly explains the theme 
or message. Provides 
thoughtful details about 
characters and setting. 
Strong, accurate plot 
summary. Makes 
meaningful connections (to 
self, another book, or the 
world). Includes thoughtful, 
relevant quotes.

Shows a general 
understanding of the 
text. Basic 
explanation of the 
theme or message. 
Some detail about 
characters and 
setting. Adequate plot 
summary. Includes at 
least one connection 
and one relevant 
quote.

Understanding of the 
text is beginning to 
develop. Theme or 
message may be 
unclear or missing. 
Details about 
characters, setting, 
and plot are limited. 
Few or no 
connections or 
quotes are included.

Completion of 
Required 
Elements

All required sections are 
complete and well-
developed. 

Most required 
sections are 
complete.

Several sections are 
missing or 
incomplete. More 
effort is needed to 
meet expectations 
fully.

Creativity & 
Effort

Shows outstanding effort 
and creativity in all parts. 
Responses are detailed 
and original. Illustration is 
carefully done.

Shows consistent 
effort with some 
creativity. Responses 
and illustration are 
mostly neat and 
complete.

Shows beginning 
effort. Work may be 
rushed, lacking detail 
or creativity. 
Additional attention 
to effort and 
completeness is 
needed.




