
Our mission at Saint Joseph is 

born out of the spirituality of 

the tradition of Holy Cross.

“The mind will not be cultivated at the expense of the heart. While we prepare useful 
citizens for society, we shall likewise do our utmost to prepare citizens for heaven.”
	 Blessed Basil Moreau 

Founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross

Educating hearts and minds in the Holy Cross tradition since 1854

Five core principles—

mind, heart, zeal, family, and hope—

define a Holy Cross education and 

ultimately shape our students.

G R A D E  S C H O O L



Educating hearts and minds in the Holy Cross tradition since 1854

G R A D E  S C H O O L

How To Apply

1.	 Go to www.stjosephgradeschool.com/admissions or scan the code at the right.

2.	 Complete the SJGS Inquiry Form.

3.	 Submit a non-refundable application deposit of $100 per student, payable 
online or by check to Saint Joseph Grade School.

For Preschool admissions information, please visit  
www.stjosephgradeschool.com/admissions/preschool-admissions.

2026-27 Admissions Information
for more info, visit www.stjosephgradeschool.com/admissions

Welcome!
Welcome and thank you for your interest in Saint 
Joseph Grade School, the educational ministry of 
Saint Joseph Parish. 

SJGS is a Catholic school in the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, stewarded by the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, serving boys and girls in preschool 
through 8th grade. SJGS is accredited through the 
State of Indiana by AdvanceEd, which includes 
National Catholic Standards.
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Our Mission

We are a family committed to academic excellence 
and to formation in the Holy Cross Catholic tradition. 
Through the education of hearts and minds, we make 
God known, loved, and served.

Our mission at Saint Joseph Grade School is born out 
of the spirituality of the tradition of the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, which founded our parish and has 
remained its faithful steward for over 170 years. Five 
core principals – mind, heart, zeal, family, and hope 
– define a Holy Cross education and ultimately shape 
our students on their educational journey.

Admissions Information

Applicants are encouraged to apply to SJGS by 
the deadlines listed on our admissions website. A 
completed online application form and application 
deposit are required.

Once admission deadlines have passed, applications 
will continue to be accepted, and admissions 
decisions will be made periodically as space permits. 

A waiting list will be created for any grade that is full. 
Families should complete the application and submit 
a deposit in order to be placed on a waiting list.

Should you have any questions about SJGS or our 
admissions process, please contact the grade school 
at 574-234-0451 or the preschool at 574-234-3318.

Grades: Preschool - 8th
K-8 Enrollment: 425
School Hours: 8:00-3:00

Faculty: 25
Resource: 4
Classroom Aides: 9

National Blue Ribbon School 2011 & 2019

Melissa Green, Principal 
mgreen@stjosephgradeschool.com

Rachel Schroeder, Assistant Principal 
rschroeder@stjosephgradeschool.com

Alyssa Jezewak, Director of Admissions 
ajezewak@stjosephgradeschool.com 

Sabrina Zalas, Preschool Director 
szalas@stjoeparish.com

SJGS at a Glance
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Ed u c at i n g He a rt s

Ed u c at i n g Mi n d s

Making  God Known , Loved , and  Ser ved

•	 Daily Prayer
•	 Weekly Mass
•	 Adoration
•	 Rosary
•	 Seasonal Prayer Services
•	 Reconciliation Services
•	 Stations of the Cross
•	 Special Intentions
•	 May Crowning

•	 Daily Religion Curriculum
•	 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
•	 Sacramental Preparation
•	 Virtues in Practice
•	 Family Groups
•	 Positive Behavior Interventions
•	 Saints of the Week
•	 Theology of the Body
•	 Holy Cross Heritage Month

•	 Grade-Level Service 
Projects

•	 School-Wide Service 
Learning Initiatives

•	 8th Grade Summons 
Project

•	 Guest Speakers such as 
Dismas House and Holy 
Cross Missions.

2011 & 2019 National Blue Ribbon School

•	 Religion
•	 Computers
•	 Library/Media
•	 Spanish
•	 Music
•	 Art
•	 Physical Education

“If we are not animated by the spirit of the Saints...our 
efforts for the sanctification of youth will be in vain.”
	 Blessed Basil Moreau

•	 Junior High Electives
•	 Band & Choral Music 
•	 Drama
•	 Scholastic Art & Writing 

Competitions
•	 Catholic Math League

2022, 23, and 24 ILEARN assessment scores place 
SJGS in the top five of all schools in Indiana in math 
and language arts proficiency for grades 3 through 8, 
the top school in the Diocese and South Bend!

•	 Interscholastic Athletics
•	 Strings
•	 Quiz Bowl
•	 Chess Club
•	 Youth Group
•	 Scouts
•	 Adoration Club

Prayer Formation Service

Grade-Level Service Projects
Each grade at SJGS adopts a local service initiative for the 
year, providing opportunities to learn about and support our 
neighbors with generosity of friendship, offerings, and prayer.

Broad Curriculum Enrichment Extracurriculars

Junior High Electives
Junior high students participate in an elective program designed to 
expand learning opportunities and allow students to take a deeper 
dive into areas of personal interest and passion. Each elective 
culminates in a project, performance, or presentation!

Scholastic Art & Writing Competition
In the 2023-24 school year, SJGS students won 9 Gold, 
14 Silver, and 34 Honorable Mention Scholastic Art 
Awards as well as 2 Gold, 7 Silver, and 4 Honorable 
Mention Scholastic Writing Awards!

Chess Club
As many as 80 students participate each year. The club 
was crowned Indiana State Champions in 2023 & 2024, 
even had an individual National Champion in 2018!

Virtues in Practice
Students learn and practice a different virtue each month 
while discovering saints who can be held up as models of these 
virtues. A parent guide assists in integrating learning at home!

Weekly Mass & the Model of the Saints
At weekly Mass, homilies often focus on the lives of 
saints, inspiring students to imitate Christ. With numerous 
opportunities for prayer, formation, and service, students 
practice making God known, loved, and served.
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Did You Know?
(ask us more about any of these topics!)

HOW WE COMPARE

Saint Joseph Grade School is a 
two-time National Blue Ribbon 
School, earning the prestigious 
honor in 2011 and 2019.

2022, 2023, and 2024 ILEARN 
assessment scores have placed 
SJGS in the top five of all K-8 
schools in Indiana in math and 
language arts proficiency for grades 3 through 
8, the only school in the diocese and in the South 
Bend area to do so!

SJGS seventh graders 
placed first in Division 5 
of the 2024-25 Catholic 
Math League, and 4th 
nationally! Sixth grade 
students placed 10th 
in the nation, with one 
of them earning first 
place among all sixth 
graders in Division 5!

In the last 10 years, 24 SJGS alumni have gone 
on to become their high school valedictorian, 
five others honored as salutatorian, and two 
were even named valedictorian at Notre Dame!

FACULTY & STAFF 

Sixteen is the average number of years of 
teacher experience – 43% of SJGS teachers have 
Master’s degrees and 25% are also parents of 

children at our school. All of our administrators’ 
children attend or have graduated from SJGS. We 
believe in the mission of educating hearts and 
minds for our own family!

SJGS staffs four resource teachers to provide 
extra support to students; Music, Art, P.E., 
Spanish, and Computers teachers; a school 
nurse and a school counselor, and nine 
classroom aides.

SJGS faculty and staff gather monthly for 
spiritual and vocational formation sessions, 
rooted in our rich Holy Cross tradition, that 
strengthen and invigorate our educators in their 
mission of educating hearts and minds.

A UNIQUE CURRICULUM

SJGS uses a unique literature-based Language 
Arts curriculum as well as a common language 
throughout grades K-8 that helps our writers 
know the traits of good writing.

Students in grades 6-8 
participate in semester-
long and year-long 
Electives each day 
that expand learning 
opportunities with 
courses such as band, 
choral music, drama, 
Irish dance, studio 
art, graphic design, 
computer coding, stock market, Latin, chess, 
MathCounts, and writing club.
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Did You Know?
(continued p. 2)

Students in grades K-7 have the opportunity to 
participate in learning Spanish language and 
culture, with the curriculum becoming more 
in depth by eighth grade where they have the 
option to continue with Spanish elective that 
prepares them for high school language study.

FAITH & SERVICE

Each grade participates in service learning by 
partnering with organizations in our community. 
These experiences culminate in 8th grade with 
the Summons Project, a capstone program in 
which mentored students complete independent 
study about their call to service.

Preschool through 
2nd grade students 
participate in 
Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd, a 
Montessori-based 
program rooted in 
Scripture and liturgy 
that allows children 
to nurture their 

relationship with God by using their hands to 
work with materials for meditation.

Our Virtues in Practice program helps students 
to grow closer to Jesus by imitating His life and 
virtues. The entire school studies the same virtue 
each month, to provide a whole-school (and at 
home, whole-family) focus. The program covers 
27 virtues over a three-year cycle, with 81 saints 
held up as models of the virtues.

SJGS students lead a 
weekend Stewardship 
Mass each month at 
Saint Joseph Church, 
taking roles within the 
liturgical ministries as a 
way of modeling Catholic 

stewardship and building connections with all 
who are part of the parish

Each month, students gather in Family Groups 
to build unity across our larger school family. 
Eighth graders share their unique spirit with their 
“younger siblings” 
from each grade level 
as students get to 
know one another, 
pray together, and 
share in service 
activities.

SJGS students connect 
with students at Mary 
Immaculate School 
from our sister parish in Haiti in a variety of 
ways, including video chats, sending letters and 
making small gifts to share, as well as including 
them in our prayers.

Beginning in 6th grade, students may participate 
in Saint Joseph Parish’s Youth Ministry to 
enhance their faith development with after 
school programs, youth nights, service and 
prayer opportunities, mission trips, and more!

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS

SJGS students have a blast putting on class 
musical productions each year in 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grades. Students in grades 6-8 may 
particpate in full-production musicals and plays, 
ranging from Disney to dinner mystery theatre!

Last year, SJGS students 
won 9 Gold, 14 Silver, 
and 34 Honorable 
Mention Scholastic Art 
Awards, and one year 
even sent a student to 
receive a national honor 
at Carnegie Hall in New 
York!
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Did You Know?
(continued p. 3)

Each spring, the SJGS Celebration of the Arts 
showcases thousands of student art pieces and 
two stages of performing arts acts. It is one of 
our largest and most-popular events of the year!

An SJGS tradition, the 
joyous sounds of 
carols fill our halls the 
day before Christmas 
Break each year, 
when musicians from 
our Strings Program 
perform a “Strolling 
Strings” concert. 

Some of these students participate as 
instrumentalists at both school and weekend 
Masses at Saint Joseph.

ATHLETICS & CLUBS

SJGS has had great success 
in athletics, competing in 
the ICCL conference with 
16 other Catholic schools. 
Sports include baseball, 
basketball, cheerleading, 
football, lacrosse, soccer, 
softball, tennis, track, 
wrestling, and volleyball.

As many as 80 students 
participate in the SJGS 
Chess Club each year. The 

club was Indiana State Team Champions in 2023 
and 2024! The club has also crowned numerous 
individual State Champions, and even a National 
Champion!

RESOURCES & FACILITIES

The SJGS library has over 12,000 books for 
children, with many more in our classrooms! The 
annual faith-based book fair offers books “that 
nourish hearts and minds – stories rooted in 
truth, beauty, and goodness...to see every child 

delight in books that grow their minds, shape 
their hearts, and point them toward lasting 
truth.”

The Suzanne Wiwi 
Education Center 
opened in 2016 and 
features a dedicated 
art room, music 
room, and science 
classroom/lab. 

Our full-size gymnasium opened in 2016, 
allowing SJGS to host basketball and volleyball 
competitions. The adjacent outdoor green space 
allows physical education classes to be held 
either inside or outside!

Our technology profile includes a gigabit 
wireless network, a computer classroom, mobile 
Chromebook labs, iPads, 3D printers, and even 
programmable robots to enhance learning!

Our urban location 
allows our classes 
to easily take 
advantage of 
opportunities in 
our East Bank 
and downtown 
neighborhoods, 
including the 
Museum of Art, 
Morris Performing 
Arts Center, Civic 
Theater, Howard 
Park, Potawatomi Zoo, Farmers Market, Saint 
Joseph High, and more!

Our Home and School Association (HASA) is our 
parent organization that supports our teachers, 
students, and families with numerous resources 
and initatives throughout the year. HASA helps 
make St. Joe feel like one big family!
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Alumni Achieving Excellence
We are proud to celebrate former Saint Joseph Grade School students who in recent years have earned the 
highest levels of academic distinction. Over the last 10 years, 24 former Eagles have been named high school 
valedictorian, while five have been named high school salutatorian, and two have even been named University 
of Notre Dame valedictorian!

2025 Valedictorians

•	 Clare Cullinan – University of Notre Dame
•	 Cormac Kennedy – Saint Joseph High (Cornell)
•	 Olivia Rosato – John Adams High (Yale)
•	 Jessica Fay – Trinity Academy (Notre Dame)

2024 Valedictorians

•	 Michael Camilleri – John Adams High (Notre 
Dame)

•	 Caleb DeLorenzo – Trinity Academy (Notre 
Dame)

2023 Valedictorians

•	 Anna Rosato – John Adams High (Washington 
University, St. Louis)

•	 Casey Zielke – John Adams High (Purdue)
•	 Katrina Fay – Trinity Academy (Notre Dame)

2022 Valedictorians

•	 Josephina Conway – John Adams High (Notre 
Dame)

•	 Therese Barrett – Trinity Academy (Notre Dame)
•	 Mary Curran – Trinity Academy (Notre Dame)

2021 Valedictorians

•	 Kathleen Hicks – Marian High (Notre Dame)
•	 Elise Dawson – John Adams High (Cornell)
•	 Maya Kvaratskhelia – Penn High (Notre Dame)
•	 Clare Cullinan – Trinity Academy (Notre Dame)
•	 Elsa Cox – Trinity Academy (Notre Dame)

2020 Valedictorian

•	 Rebecca Pan – Saint Joseph High (Vanderbilt)

2019 Valedictorians

•	 Sofia Carozza – University of Notre Dame
•	 Grace Dawson – John Adams High School 

(Marquette)

2018 Valedictorian

•	 Luke Reifenberg – Trinity Academy (Notre Dame)

2017 Valedictorians

•	 Jack Lloyd – John Adams High (Wake Forest)
•	 Joseph Delle Donne – Trinity Academy (Notre 

Dame)

2016 Valedictorians

•	 Caroline Hall – John Adams High (Carleton 
College)

•	 Sarah Konkey – John Adams High (Notre Dame)
•	 Karina Malkovsky – John Adams High (Notre 

Dame)
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Meet the Teachers
Mrs. Rachel 
Campbell 
Kindergarten

Education: 
B.A., English & 

Elementary Education, Grand 
Valley State University

Experience: 18 years (7 at SJGS)

Interests: Traveling, reading, 
biking, hiking, and cheering for 
Michigan and Michigan St. sports!

Did You Know? Mrs. Campbell has 
a dog named Izzo! And she has 
run two marathons!

Classroom Goal: To provide a 
safe, fun, diverse, and hands-
on learning environment for my 
students.

Favorite Quote: “People will 
forget what you said, people will 
forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made 
them feel.” -Maya Angelou

Ms. Hannah 
Mortensen 
Kindergarten

Education: B.A., 
Elementary 

Education, Saint Mary’s College

Experience: 1 year (1 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, baking, 
sourdough, and hanging out with 
friends and family!

Classroom Goal: To instill the joy 

of spending time with the Lord, as 
well as the love of reading with 
each student.

Did You Know? Ms. Mortensen 
had a pet hermit crab from 
Australia when she was a kid!

Favorite Quote: “I know the plans 
I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future” -Jeremiah 29:11

Mrs. Jaci 
Martin 
First Grade

Education: B.S., 
Accounting, Butler 

University; Transition to Teaching, 
Ball State University

Experience: 2 years (2 at SJGS)

Interests: Watching her kids play 
sports and share their talents, 
spending summer days on a Lake 
Michigan beach, and spending 	
cozy time reading with her dog, 
Archie!

Did You Know? Mrs. Martin spent 
four years as a first grade aide at 
St. Joe and also attended St. Joe!

Goals: To have my students give 
their best effort on everything 
they do. I want to cultivate their 
love and joy of learning as they 
explore new ideas.

Favorite Quote: “I know the plans 
I have in mind for you, declares 

the Lord; they are plans for peace, 
not disaster, to give you a future 
filled with hope.” -Jeremiah 29:11

Mrs. Carrie 
Olen 
First Grade

Education: B.A., 
Education, Indiana 

University-Bloomington

Experience: 16 years (5 at SJGS)

Interests: Spending time with 
family, walking, playing outside, 
reading, painting, and cooking.

Did You Know? I broke four bones 
before I was 10 years old. My cat’s 
name is Miss Kitty, and she’s from 
Hawaii!

Classroom Goal: I want all the 
sweeties in my classroom to 
grow spiritually, emotionally, and 
intellectually. I especially want 
them to know they are respected, 
appreciated, and LOVED!

Favorite Quote: “Let us always 
meet each other with a smile, for 
the smile is the beginning of love.” 
-Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Ms. Macy Lips 
Second Grade

Education: B.A., 
Education, Purdue 
University

Experience: 1 year (1 at SJGS)
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Interests: Running, hiking, 
spending time with family and 
friends, cheering at Notre Dame 
games!

Did You Know? Ms. Lips once 
studied abroad in Greece and had 
the chance to work with adults 
with disabilities and with students 
in schools!

Classroom Goal: To help students 
grow in their understanding 
of God’s love and feel more 
connected to their faith as they 
prepare for the sacraments.

Favorite Quote: “May the God of 
hope fill you with joey and peace 
as you trust in him.” -Romans 
15:13

Mrs. Amy Black 
Second Grade

Education: B.A., 
Education, Marian 
University

Experience: 12 years (3 at SJGS)

Interests: Crafting, reading, 
shopping, watching movies.

Did You Know? Mrs. Black loves 
to travel! Whether it’s climbing a 
mountain in Bosnia, seeing a West 
End show, eating some great food 
in Spain, or stopping at a cheesy 
roadside attraction, she enjoys 
experiencing new things!

Classroom Goal: To continue to 
foster student relationships with 
God and others as we prepare for 
the Sacraments. I hope they leave 
second grade as well-rounded 
Saints in the m	 aking!

Favorite Quote: “Here I Am, 
Lord.”

Ms. Debra 
Mrozinski 
Third Grade

Education: B.S., 

Elementary Education, St. Joseph 
College

Experience: 29 years (29 at SJGS)

Interests: Working outdoors, 
taking care of 4-H animals, 
gardening, and spending time 
with family.

Did You Know? Mrs. Mrozinski 
lives on a small farm and is a huge 
fan of cows!

Classroom Goal: To provide 
students with the best care, 
compassion, and education.

Favorite Quote: “A teacher’s job 
is not to prepare students for 
something. A teacher’s job is to 
help students prepare themselves 
for anything.” -A.J. Juliani

Mrs. Merryl 
Sherwood 
Third Grade

Education: B.S., 
Education, Indiana 

University-South Bend

Experience: 31 years (31 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, traveling, 
spending time with family and 
dogs.

Did You Know: Mrs. Sherwood 
was born in Canada and is an avid 
ice hockey fan!

Favorite Quote: “Be the living 
expression of God’s kindness; 
kindness in your face, kindness in 
your eyes, kindness in your smile.” 
-Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Mrs. Beth 
Badics 
Fourth Grade

Education: B.B.A., 
Finance, Saint 

Mary’s College; Transition to 
Teaching, Bethel University

Experience: 12 years (5 at SJGS)

Interests: Spending time with 
family, scrapbooking, and sports. 

Did You Know? Mrs. Badics 
was born on Groundhog’s Day, 
which is also the day that her 
grandparents adopted her father.

Classroom Goal: I believe that all 
students are individuals. Everyone 
learns in their own unique way. 
I try to use multiple methods of 
teaching to reach every student.

Mrs. Angela 
Mark 
Fourth Grade

Education: B.A., 
Elementary 

Education, Ball State University

Experience: 25 years (25 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, writing, and 
visiting family. 

Did You Know? Mrs. Mark lives 
on a farm and enjoys taking care 
of chickens and lavender with her 
husband, kids, and dog.

Mrs. Mark On Teaching: “I 
have always felt God’s call to a 
vocation working with children, 
and I love nothing more than to 
share a great book with students.”

Mrs. Susan 
Dean 
Fifth Grade

Education: B.A., 
English, University 

of Notre Dame; Transition to 
Teaching, Indiana Wesleyan

Experience: 17 years (4 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, walking, and 
cooking.

Did You Know? Mrs. Dean has 
lived in New Jersey, Virginia, 
Florida, California (southern and 
northern), and Indiana.

Classroom Goal: That students 
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will develop skills that help 
them think clearly and critically,  
communicate effectively, and 
grow in Christian virtue.

Favorite Quote: “...in the divine 
image he created him...”

Ms. Christina 
Venner 
Fifth Grade

Education: B.Ed., 
Oxford Brookes 

University (England)

Experience: 11 years (5 at SJGS)

Interests: Spending time with 
family, reading, hiking, running, 
being in the beauty of nature.

Classroom Goal: Childhood is 
precious and children should be 
given the opportunity to attain 
their potential within a secure, 
nurturing, and stimulating 
environment, and should be 
encouraged to celebrate their 
skills and achievements whether 
physical, creative, or social.

Did You Know? Ms. Venner once 
sang for Queen Elizabeth when 
she visited her hometown!

Favorite Quote: “Kindness 
in words creates confidence. 
Kindness in thinking creates 
profoundness. Kindness in giving 
creates love.” -Lao-Tzu

Mr. Shaun 
Ghyselinck 
Junior High Social 
Studies

Education: A.A., 
Holy Cross College; B.A. & M.Ed., 
University of Portland

Experience: 17 years (8 at SJGS)

Interests: Sports, science fiction 
and fantasy literature, video 
games, Sumo wrestling.

Did You Know? Mr. G is the junior 

high boys varsity basketball 
coach!

Mr. G on Teaching: “I believe that 
every child is created in the image 
of God and should be treated as 
an individual with unique needs 
and gifts.”

Mrs. Jennifer 
Greenlee 
6th Grade 
Language Arts

Education: B.A., 
Elementary Education, Bethel 
University

Experience: 9 years (7 at SJGS)

Before SJGS: At her previous 
school, Mrs. Greenlee 
implemented a number of 
successful service-learning and 
fundraising efforts, and also 
coordinated and directed a school 
production of Disney’s Aladdin, Jr.

Did You Know? Before earning her 
teaching degree, Mrs. Greenlee 
served as a school special needs 
paraprofessional for 14 years!

Mr. Michael 
Rach 
Junior High Math

Education: B.A. & 
M.A., Education, 
Indiana University 

South Bend

Experience: 29 years (2 at SJGS)

Interests: Running, reading, 
studying math, spending time 
with family, walking his dog, and 
watching football.

Did You Know? Mr. Rach has 
run five marathons: Anchorage, 
Chicago, New York City, 
Indianapolis, and South Bend!

Classroom Goal: For my students 
to be challenged and learn. I also 
want them to be the best people 

they can be by being kind to one 
another and serving others!

Favorite Quote: “Lord God, Lamb 
of God, You take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.”

Mrs. Allie 
Howard 
Junior High Science

Education: B.S., 
Elementary 

Education, Indiana University-
Bloomington; M.A., Curriculum 
and Educational Technology, Ball 
State University

Experience: 17 years (11 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, spending time 
with family, anything outdoors!

Did You Know? Mrs. Howard won 
the 2018 Light of Learning Award.

Favorite Quote: “Persistence 
prevails when all else fails.” 
-Unknown

Mrs. Ella Lyons 
8th Grade 
Language Arts

Education: B.A., 
Liberal Studies & 
Music, University of 

Notre Dame; M.Ed., University of 
Notre Dame

Experience: 5 years (3 at SJGS)

Interests: Hiking, reading, playing 
music with friends.

Did You Know? Mrs. Lyons was 
born in Paris, France!

Classroom Goal: My hope for 
my students is that they discover 
more deeply their God-given 
abilities as writers, readers, 
speakers, and listeners!	

Favorite Quote: “The present is 
the only time in which any duty 
may be done or grace received.” 
-C.S. Lewis
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Ms. Mary Rice 
7th Grade 
Language Arts

Education: B.A., 
Liberal Studies & 
Theology, University 

of Notre Dame; M.Ed., University 
of Notre Dame

Experience: 3 years (1 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, baking, and 
running.

Did You Know? Ms. Rice is the 
youngest of seven children!

Classroom Goal: To see my 
students grow in their capacity 
to love, and I hope to see this 
expressed in how they flourish as 
readers and writers at SJGS.	

Favorite Quote: “Do not worry 
about your life...seek first 
the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. Do not worry 
about tomorrow; tomorrow will 
take care of itself. Sufficient for 
a day is its own evil.” -Matthew 
6:25-34

Mrs. Mary 
Palmer 
7th & 8th Grade 
Religion

Education: B.A. 
English and Professional Writing, 
Saint Mary’s College

Experience: 2 years (2	  at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, entertaining, 
making jewelry, playing games, 	
and anything with her six 
children!

Did You Know? Six years ago, her 
cat, Socks, was rescued as a tiny 
kitten from certain danger in the 
SJGS morning drop-off line. She 
was not the first teacher Socks 
went home with, but she was the 
last!

Classroom Goal: For students to 
truly know in their hearts that 
they are seen, known, and loved 
by God, and that they deepen 
their personal relationship with 
Him in a way that shapes their 
daily lives.	

Favorite Quote: “God is love, and 
whoever abides in love abides in 
God.” -1 John 4:16

Mrs. Katy 
Lindenman 
Resource & Junior 
High Math

Education: B.A., 
Education, Saint Mary’s College; 
M.S., Special Education, Indiana 
University South Bend

Experience: 29 years (19 at SJGS)

Interests: Walking, gardening, 
spending time with family, and 
cheering on Purdue and Dayton!

Did You Know? Mrs. Lindenman is 
a mom to 23-year old triplet girls!

Classroom Goal: To teach 
students that the most successful 
students are the ones that work 
the hardest.

Favorite Quote: “Do what you’re 
supposed to do, when you’re 
supposed to do it, the way it’s 
supposed to be done, and do it 
that way every time.” -Joe Tiller

Mrs. Lynn 
Smierciak 
Resource

Education: B.A., 
English & Political 

Science, Saint Mary’s College; 
M.S., Education, University of 
Bridgeport

Experience: 9 years (5 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, baking, 
walking, and watching/attending 
sporting events.

Fun Fact: Mrs. Smierciak loves 
jigsaw puzzles!

Favorite Quote: “What lies behind 
us and what lies before us are tiny 
matters compared to what lies 
within us.” -Ralph Waldo Emerson

Mrs. Tara Love 
Resource

Education: 
B.A., Education, 
Benedictine 

University

Experience: 23 years (23 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, writing, 
puzzle games, volunteering at the 
Humane Society.

Did You Know? Mrs. Love has 
three children – one at SJGS and 
two at Saint Joseph High School.

Favorite Quote: “Everything 
happens for a reason.”

Mrs. Hannah 
Manspeaker 
Resource

Education: B.A., 
Elementary 

Education, Saint Mary’s College

Experience: 9 years (6 at SJGS)

Interests: Cooking, being outside, 
shopping, antiquing, home DIY.

Did You Know? Mrs. Manspeaker 
has a golden retriever named 
Giuseppe (Italian for Joseph)!

Favorite Quote: “Be who God 
meant you to be, and you will 
set the world on fire.” -Saint 
Catherine of Siena

Mrs. Celeste 
Kruggel 
Resource

Education: B.A., 
Education, Indiana 

University-Bloomington
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Experience: 12 years (7 at SJGS)

Interests: Lake Michigan beaches 
and spending time with her children.

Did You Know? Mrs. Kruggel has a 
miniature schnauzer named Rockne!

Goals: To grow as an educator and 
grow in faith within the Saint Joseph 
community.

Señora Audrey 
Ramirez 
Spanish

Education: Degree 
in Medical Surgery, 

Independent University of Sinaloa, 
Mexico; Specialist Diploma in 
Pediatric Medicine, Independent 
University of Nuevo Leon

Experience: 6 years (6 at SJGS)

Interests: Volunteering at the school 
and parish, coaching Girls on the 
Run, teaching Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word.

Did You Know? Señora Ramirez 
was a pediatrician in Mexico! She 
also taught English as a Second 
Language for three years.

Mrs. Heather Hill 
Music/Drama

Education: B.M.E., 
Music Education, 
DePauw University

Experience: 25 years (15 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, scrapbooking, 
making cards, music ministry.

Did You Know? Mrs. Hill once 
performed in professional theatre 
and with a group at Carnegie Hall! 
She was also the 2020 Light of 
Learning Award winner.

Favorite Quote: “You are the music 
while the music lasts.” -T.S. Eliot

Mrs. Khristy Beck 
Physical Education

Education: B.S., M.S. 
degrees

Experience: 18 years 
(17 at SJGS)

Interests: Volunteer teaching CCD 
classes and volunteering in various 
capacities whenever possible.

Did You Know? Mrs. Beck has been 
married for over 28 years; she 
has three children and a beautiful 
goldbrien named Kenzie!

Classroom Motto: “Always do your 
best!”

Mrs. Dee Ann 
Harraka 
Computers

Education: B.A. 
& M.A., Business 

Education, Montclair State 
University; M.A., Curriculum 
and Supervision, Montclair State 
University

Experience: 31 years (2 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, playing the 
piano, cooking.

Did You Know? In high school, 
Mrs. Harraka was girl’s ping pong 
champion!

Favorite Quote: “Just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one 
another.” -John 13:34

Mrs. Elena 
Bartzen 
Library/Media

Education: B.A., 
English Literature, 

St. Mary’s College; M.A., Library 
and Information Science, University 
of Wisconsin; M.A., Education, 
University of Cape Town, South 
Africa

Experience: 9 years (4 at SJGS)

Interests: Reading, cooking, and 
gardening

Did You Know? Mrs. Bartzen has 
traveled to many places and lived 
overseas for many years. She loves 
learning about new cultures!

Favorite Quote: “I have a passion 
for teaching kids to become 
readers, to become comfortable 
with a book, not daunted. Books 
shouldn’t be daunting, they should 
be funny, exciting, and wonderful; 
and learning to be a reader gives a 
terrific advantage.” -Roald Dahl

Mrs. Sara 
Norwood 
Library/Media

Education: B.A., 
Education, Indiana 

University-Bloomington; MLIS, 
Library and Information Science, 
Indiana University-Indianapolis

Experience: 13 years (4 at SJGS)

Interests: Spending time with her 
children, reading, puzzles, baking 
cookies.

Did You Know? Mrs. Norwood has 
a little free library in her front yard 
and she loves when people stop by 
to borrow or donate a book!

Favorite Quote: “Go into the world 
and do well. But, more importantly, 
go into the world and do good.” 
-Minor Myers

Mrs. Miranda 
Matthews 
Counselor

Education: B.A., 
Anthropology, 

Michigan State University; M.S., 
Strategic Management, Indiana 
Wesleyan University; M.S., 
Educational Psychology, Capella 
University; M.S.Ed. Clinical Mental 
Health, Indiana Univ. South Bend
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Experience: 2 years in schools (2 at 
SJGS)

Interests: Watching sports, movies, 
live music, and spending time with 
family.	

Did You Know? Mrs. Matthews 
spent half of her senior year of high 
school in China!

Goal for St. Joe Students: To support 
students in developing emotional 
self-management skills so they can 
thrive spiritually, personally, and 
academically, becoming the best 
versions of themselves.	

Favorite Quote: “You shall love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and the 
first commandment. The second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” -Matthew 22:37-39

Fr. Matt Fase, 
C.S.C. 
Pastor

Education: B.A., 
Theology, University 

of Notre Dame; M.Div., University of 
Notre Dame

Experience as a Priest: 10 years (6 
at St. Joe)

Interests: Hiking, playing board 
games.

Did You Know? Fr. Matt has hiked to 
the top of two different volcanoes! 
And, he loves naps!!!

Goal for St. Joe Students: That they 
love Jesus more each day than they 
did the day before.

Favorite Quote: “I believe, O Lord, 
help my unbelief!” -Mark 9:24

Fr. Peter Puleo, 
C.S.C. 
Associate Pastor

Education: B.A., 
History & Political 

Science, University of Notre Dame; 
M.Div., University of Notre Dame

Experience as a Priest: 2 years (2 at 
St. Joe)

Interests: Fishing, hiking, birding, 
watching and playing sports, 
cooking, music, painting, strategy 
games.	

Did You Know? Fr. David played 
tuba for the Notre Dame Marching 
Band!

Goal for St. Joe Students: That each 
student encounters Jesus Christ 
either for the first time or in a more 
profound way that deepens their 
relationship with Him and helps 
them recognize the unique gifts 
God has graced each of their lives 
with.	

Favorite Quote: “To please God…
to be a real ingredient in the divine 
happiness…to be loved by God, not 
merely pitied, but delighted in as an 
artist delights in his work or a father 
in a son – it seems impossible, a 
weight or burden of glory which our 
thoughts can hardly sustain. But so 
it is.” -C.S. Lewis




