
G R A D E  S C H O O L

 

Our drop-off and pickup procedures have been established to ensure safe and timely arrival and dismissal  
of students. It takes patience, effort, and diligence from everyone to make sure our children have  

a safe environment during these congested times in our urban location.

Thank you, St. Joe families, for your attention to our safety procedures each day!

Car Line
Our car line entering St. Louis Blvd. from westbound Colfax, proceeding through the school driveway, is our 
recommended safe drop-off/pickup option for all families, where school staff and volunteers will be present for 
assistance. Traffic cones are used on St. Louis to slow/reduce extra traffic in this congested area.

We ask for extra patience during arrival and dismissal, and please plan for extra time. Our school doors open 
at 7:35 and school begins promptly at 8:00. Our car line is busiest between 7:50 and 8:00, so arriving earlier is 
recommended. We cannot guarantee that staff will be available to assist with safety procedures after 8:00, as they 
will be quickly transitioning to duties in the school, so please arrive on time.

Please note the following procedures that will help ensure a safer environment for our children:

•	Do not enter St. Louis Blvd. from the north (LaSalle Ave.) to enter the car line or when exiting the car line.

•	Vehicles must make a right turn only when exiting the car line onto LaSalle Ave.

•	All students will enter Door #9 (gym) in the morning. Tardy students should enter Door #1 (office). Leading 
cars should pull all the way to the church building before unloading children.

•	Drivers should remain in their cars at both drop-off & pickup. Students should be prepared to load/unload 
quickly. Please prepare your child(ren) ahead of time to buckle/unbuckle and enter/exit with their belongings 
efficiently (i.e. give those goodbye hugs at home!).

•	Please do not block crosswalks or neighboring driveways while waiting in the car line.

•	Please do not pass cars in the loading zone unless directed to do so by staff.

•	Cell phone use by drivers is prohibited in our school zone by ordinance.

Parking
•	The parish’s North Lot across from the church is the recommended parking location for those seeking to park 

near the school and walk your child(ren) or have them walk to your car.
•	Parking is not allowed in the Ackles Center lot, which is used for teacher/staff parking and preschool drop-

off/pickup only.
•	Please do not park on St. Louis Blvd. during drop-off and pickup hours as we seek to reduce congestion and 

vehicle traffic on St. Louis.
•	Adults approved for pickup may walk up to Door #1 on the blacktop at dismissal, put your name in with the 

SJGS staff member, and your student(s) will be sent out to you.

Walkers
Parents must provide permission for their student to dismiss as a walker. This includes students who walk home 
as well as parents who choose to pick their children up somewhere other than the blacktop or car line. It is 
preferable that only students in grades 3-8 are allowed to be walkers. If it is necessary to have younger students 
be walkers, they should be escorted by an older sibling for safety. If you would like your child to be a walker at 
dismissal, please complete the walker permission form.

Have time to volunteer before or after school to help create a safer environment for our children?  
Please contact Rachel Schroeder at rschroeder@stjosephgradeschool.com!  

We can always use more assistance from willing parents!

Drop-Off & Pickup Safety Procedures
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Important:
•	We recommend the car line 

as the safest drop-off/pickup 
option; school staff/volunteers 
will be present for assistance. 

•	Please be patient and respect 
instructions from staff. Use 
caution at all times.

•	Drivers should remain in their 
cars at drop-off & pickup. 
Students should be prepared 
to load/unload quickly.

•	DO NOT enter St. Louis Blvd. 
from the north (LaSalle); RIGHT 
TURN ONLY when exiting the 
car line onto LaSalle Ave.

•	Please do not block crosswalks 
or neighboring driveways while 
waiting in the car line.

•	All students will enter Door #9 
(gym). Tardy students should 
enter Door #1 (office).

•	At morning drop-off, lead cars 
should pull all the way up past 
the rear church door in the 
drop-off line before letting 
students out.

•	Please do not pass cars in the 
loading zone.

•	Cell phone use is prohibited in 
our school zone by ordinance.

Drop-Off & Pickup Map Revised August 2024
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