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January 10, 2018 

Dear parents, 
 
This month marks the 45th anniversary of the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe V. Wade that 
legalized abortion across our nation.  Each January the March for Life gathers hundreds of 
thousands of people in Washington, D.C., and around the country to peacefully protest that 
decision and witness to the dignity of all human life. 
 
South Bend will hold its own March for Life on Friday, January 19, and we as a school have 
made arrangements for our eighth grade students, as well as eighth graders from neighboring 
Catholic schools, to have a special experience of prayer and action to include this demonstration.   
 
We recognize that many of our families will want to participate in the March with their younger 
children also and we want to facilitate that choice as well.  If you would like for any SJGS 
students not in eighth grade to attend, we require a separate permission slip for each child 
and require that you accompany your child(ren) or designate another adult as his/her 
chaperone (please coordinate that with him/her directly).  We will leave the school at 11:45 
to walk to the federal courthouse downtown and return to our campus at about 1:00 for a 
pizza lunch in the Ackles Center provided by the parish.  (Because the speaker and prayers 
we are offering the eighth graders beforehand are geared towards their developmental level, and 
because we are inviting other schools’ eighth graders and anticipate a full church, we are not 
inviting younger students to attend this portion of the day.)   
 
If you choose to attend the March with your child younger than eighth grade, please sign and 
return the permission slip (one sheet per child) by Wednesday, January 17. 
 
As a school, we will also be collecting diapers to donate to St. Margaret’s House, a non-profit in 
town that serves local women, many of whom have honored the gift of life that has made them 
single mothers despite many hardships.  We would love to reach 100% participation among all in 
the school to provide diapers to help these women and their children. 
 
We hope this opportunity will be a formative experience for our students and families as we offer 
a powerful witness to the dignity of all human life from conception to natural death.   
 
Yours for life, 
 
Fr. Kevin, Mr. Azar, and Mrs. Gelchion 


